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Available online 19 February 2013Human beings manufactured ceramics in ancient times by ﬁring
atural materials such as mud, sand and soil at high temper-
tures to make pottery and porcelain. With ceramics, humans
reated civilizations and changed their life in many ways; indeed,
eramics have been a principal material for our societies. The
eaning of ceramics has now been extended greatly beyond tra-
itional pottery and porcelain. The term ceramics is used not only
o describe sintered inorganic materials but also includes a wide
ange of advanced inorganic materials, including different types
f melt-solidiﬁed glass, vapor-deposited ﬁlms, sol–gel-derived
aterials and various single crystals. Ceramic thin ﬁlms are indis-
ensable for our contemporary computer-managed society, very
ard and refractory coatings are essential for cutting tools, and
ano-sized powders are used as catalysts. Ceramic–metal and
eramic–polymer composites are also important structural and
unctional materials.
Asia has been a prominent region in the world where ceramics
nd ceramic technology have ﬂourished for several thousand years,
ith advances leading to industrial ceramics mainly developed in
estern countries after the industrial revolution. However, the187-0764 © 2013 The Ceramic Society of Japan and the Korean Ceramic Society.
roduction and hosting by Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
ttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jascer.2013.01.001focal point of the manufacturing of ceramics is now shifting from
west to east, as Asia is playing a major role in the development and
production of advanced industrial ceramics. Given this background,
the Ceramic Society of Japan and the Korean Ceramic Society have
cooperated with other ceramic societies in Asia and Oceania in the
decision to launch a new journal, the Journal of Asian Ceramic Soci-
eties, to foster a common approach in Asia. This effort will be a
milestone for the promotion of ceramic activities in Asia and will
contribute to the activities of the worldwide ceramics community
as well.
The Journal of Asian Ceramic Societies aims to beneﬁt technolog-
ical and academic ceramics communities all over the world. It is
an open-access journal that publishes papers and that documents
original research and reviews covering all aspects of the science
and technology of ceramics, glasses, composites, and related mate-
rials. With the publication of up-to-date ceramic research results in
the Journal of Asian Ceramic Societies, we hope to contribute to the
development of the science and technology of ceramics and also to
the worldwide ceramics community.
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